S816

House—under the provisions of rule
XIV, 1 would object to further pro-
ceedings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be
placed on the calendar.

Mr. SCHUMER. For the benefit of the
public, that is done so we can actually
move forward on the bill. In the arcane
rules of the Senate, that is what we
have to do.

WASHINGTON’S FAREWELL
ADDRESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
first, I want to compliment Senator
LEAHY, our Senate pro tempore, for his
wonderful reading of George Washing-
ton’s Address. This is a tradition in the
Senate, and I am very glad we are con-
tinuing it.

——

UKRAINE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
now, on world affairs, today I chose the
colors of my suit and my tie in honor
of the Ukrainian flag and in solidarity
with the people of UKkraine during
these hard times. I will have more to
say about this later on in my speech.

———

REMEMBERING RICHARD C. BLUM

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
first, I was deeply saddened this morn-
ing to learn of the passing of my friend,
and our dear colleague, Dick Blum,
husband of over 40 years to our friend
and colleague Senator FEINSTEIN. Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN is our Senate colleague,
but Dick Blum was also a colleague be-
cause he was a friend and adviser to so
many of us.

In his 86 years, Dick truly led a re-
markable life. He was a force of nature,
gifted with a winning smile and keen
intellect that he applied to the benefit
of California, America, and even inter-
national causes, including the Amer-
ican Himalayan Foundation, because
he cared so much about those folks.
Every now and then, he would call me
with his frequently insightful—often
brilliant—ideas. The only problem was
his enthusiasm was so intense, it was
sometimes hard to get him off the
phone.

He was a strong and wonderful part-
ner to Senator FEINSTEIN, and he
fought valiantly against illness in the
final chapters of his life—a life so well
lived.

Our thoughts are with our friend Sen-
ator FEINSTEIN. She and he were so
close. She was so dependent on him and
he on her. And so our thoughts are
with her during this time of mourning.
We join her in both our grief and in re-
membering Dick’s wonderful legacy.

I talked with Senator FEINSTEIN this
afternoon. And I told her that when my
father passed away a few months ago, I
felt a loss, but some of the pain—a lit-
tle bit—was sad because I would feel 1
was so close to him, he is still with me.
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And I told her that is how I believed
Dick will be with her. And she told me
that gave her a little solace, so that
made me feel OK.

———

NOMINATION OF KETANJI BROWN
JACKSON

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
now, next, on Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson, on Friday, Joe Biden—Presi-
dent Biden—made history, wonderful
history, by announcing his nominee to
replace Stephen Breyer on the U.S. Su-
preme Court, Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson.

As promised, President Biden named,
for the first time in history—the first
time in history—a Black woman to sit
on the High Court. As promised, his
nominee is beyond qualified and bril-
liant. And as promised, the Senate will
now begin the work of quickly con-
firming Judge Jackson to the Supreme
Court of the United States of America.

Appointing individuals to the High
Court, as we all know, is truly one of
the awesome responsibilities of any
President. And in choosing Judge Jack-
son, President Biden has hit a home
run with an evenhanded and so gifted
jurist.

More importantly, I congratulate
Judge Jackson for this historic honor—
one that reflects her skills, her accom-
plishments, and, above all, her dedica-
tion to our democracy. I have been
doing a lot of reading on Judge Jack-
son over the last month, and I cannot
recall any one of her colleagues, any-
one from her private life, or anyone in
the public sphere say anything nega-
tive about her. It is amazing. That is
how fine a person she is and how fine a
mind she has. Judge Jackson encap-
sulates the two b’s: brilliant and be-
loved. That is a rare combination. And
her nomination is a cause for immense
celebration.

I will be meeting with Judge Jackson
Wednesday when she comes to the Cap-
itol for the first time. Meanwhile, I am
working with Chairman DURBIN to
schedule confirmation hearings on
Judge Jackson as soon as we can. Once
the Judiciary Committee completes its
consideration of Judge Jackson, I will
move to have her nomination come im-
mediately to the floor of the Senate so
the Senate wastes no time fulfilling its
constitutional duty. We are going to
have a fair but speedy process where
Members from both sides will get to
ask their questions and explore the
judge’s record.

Of course, Judge Jackson is no
stranger to the Senate. This will be the
fourth time—the fourth time—she
comes before this body. In each pre-
vious instance, Republicans and Demo-
crats together voted in favor of her
various nominations. We voted last
year to confirm Judge Jackson to the
influential DC Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, and she received support from all
50 Democrats and 3 Republicans. And,
of course, the first time she came be-
fore us as a district court judge, it was
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a voice vote, which meant no one ob-
jected to her getting on the Federal
bench—no one in the Senate, anyway.

Judge Jackson’s various nominations
have won bipartisan support in the
past, and her nomination now merits
bipartisan support in the present. I
hope both sides can work together in a
fair and speedy way to make it happen.

I will have more to say on Judge
Jackson’s remarkable profile in the
days and weeks ahead, but today, I
want to congratulate her on her nomi-
nation. I thank President Biden for se-
lecting her, and I look forward to meet-
ing with her on Wednesday when she
arrives at the Capitol.

———

UKRAINE

Mr. SCHUMER. Today is the fifth
day since Russian President Vladimir
Putin undermined decades—decades—
of stability in Europe by launching an
unprovoked, immoral, and terribly vio-
lent, vicious assault on Ukraine. This
evening, the Senate will receive a clas-
sified update from the administration
that Senator MCCONNELL and I have re-
quested, and we will be briefed on the
situation on the ground and the steps
that President Biden has taken to help
the Ukrainian people.

In the coming weeks, the Senate will
also work on a bipartisan basis and in
lockstep with the Biden administration
to build a robust assistance package
for Ukraine. The administration has
asked for a $6.4 billion package of hu-
manitarian aid, of economic aid, and of
the kind of military aid that will help
the Ukrainians defend themselves, and
we intend to work on a bipartisan basis
to include it in the upcoming omnibus
bill.

Already, the reports of civilian cas-
ualties in Ukraine are just tragic. At
least 350 civilians have been killed ac-
cording to the Ukrainian Government.
But amidst the violence, one thing is
clear: the Ukrainian people are giving
Putin a tougher fight than he, in his
monomaniacal overconfidence, bar-
gained for.

There are two people in particular
who deserve recognition in these early
days: President Zelenskyy and Presi-
dent Biden. On the one hand, President
Zelenskyy is facing the worst night-
mare any head of state can face: a full
assault on his country’s sovereignty.
But his bravery and defiance is inspir-
ing. Many said he should leave the
country. Putin thought he would run
away. He said: Even though I may be
their No. 1 target, I am staying. What
courage. What strength. And it gave
the Ukrainian people and all the people
in the Western world courage and
strength as well to unite and do every-
thing we can, each in our own way, to
help the Ukrainian people keep their
independence, their freedom, and their
sovereignty. President Zelenskyy is ad-
mired all around the globe and most by
the Ukrainian people whom he stood so
strong for.
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